FOREWORD

/Columbus discovered America on October 12, 1492.
\J( Actually the first land sighted was the island of San
Salvador in the Bahamas, and Columbus had no idea that
he was on the threshold of a new continent. He thought
he had reached an island off the coast of Asia, and
accordingly he called that island and others he dis-
covered the West Indies. He died in 1506 without
realising his mistake, and still under the impression that
he had found a short sea route to the East.

Columbus was followed by other explorers. John
Cabot of Bristol was the first to reach the mainland of
America. This was in the year 1497, and it was on
the strength of Cabot's discovery that the English laid
claim to the whole of the North American continent.
France, however, also wanted a share in the new land.
In 1534, a Breton sailor,, named Jacques Carrier, ex-
plored the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and the following year
he returned and sailed up the River St. Lawrence and
spent the winter in an Indian village near a height
which he named Mount Royal. The city of Montreal
now stands on the place where Carrier passed his first
winter in the New World, and other French explorers,
following his lead, laid the foundations of the French
dominion over Canada.

Such were the beginnings of the age of exploration,
with England, France and Spain all competing for the
prize. The Spaniards gradually extended their empire